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youth,  special  training  for  welfare  recipients  and  migrant  workers,  and  a 
host  of  other  activities.  The  major  aim  is  human  resource  development — 
backed  up  by  new  job  opportunities — to  help  people  attain  self-sufficiency. 


How  Can  We  Start  a  Community  Action  Program? 

The  success  of  a  Community  Action  Program,  like  any  public  effort, 
depends  upon  how  well  people  understand  and  support  it.  Thus,  the  first 
step  is  to  acquaint  local  leaders  and  the  public  with  poverty  in  your  area. 
This  is  one  of  the  surest  ways  to  arouse  interest  in  doing  something  about 
it. 

Invite  some  community  leaders  to  tour  your  "blighted"  areas,  to  visit 
those  living  "across  the  tracks,"  to  observe  the  number  and  living  condi- 
tions of  low-income  families  scattered  throughout  your  rural  areas. 

Encourage  your  newspaper  editor  to  publish  a  series  of  articles  depict- 
ing local  poverty  conditions.  Visit  ministers,  teachers,  welfare  workers, 
and  other  community  leaders  to  discuss  the  situation.  Encourage  frank  and 
open  discussion  among  community  groups  and  the  public  about  poverty 
problems  and  what  can  be  done  about  them.  Involve  the  poor  in  these 
discussions. 


Use  every  method  that  will  arouse  interest  and  create  a  community  spirit 
for  attacking  the  problems.  With  interest  aroused — invite  representatives 
of  public  and  private  agencies  serving  the  community  to  discuss  their  role 
and  contribution.  Invite  representatives  of  agencies  and  organizations 
serving  the  poor  to  participate.  Develop  consensus  among  interested 
groups  on  how  best  to  organize  and  plan  Community  Action  Programs. 

Who  Can  Sponsor  Community  Action  Programs? 

A  public  agency  or  a  private  nonprofit  incorporated  organization  can 
sponsor  Community  Action  Programs  at  the  local,  county,  or  area  level. 
Two  or  more  sparsely-populated  rural  counties  might  join  forces  for  a 
more  effective  program.  Either  established  organizations  or  newly-formed 
ones  can  serve  as  sponsors.  Rural  Areas  Development  committees  might 
well  take  the  leadership  in  sponsoring  Community  Action  Programs  in 
rural  areas.  Established  organizations  may  have  to  be  modified  in  order  to 
be  broadly  representative  of  the  areas  and  people  to  be  served  and  to  focus 
attention  on  anti-poverty  programs. 
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